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         James V. Voyles, PGM






Res.  (208) 376-4987

             4737 N. Tumbleweed Pl.







CELL  (208) 861-5769
             Boise, ID  83713







E-Mail:  k7jv@ARRL.net
District Deputy Grand Master

My Worshipful Brother,


Historically, one of the duties of the District Deputy Grand Master has been to assist in the planning and conducting of public ceremonies, within their Districts.  This letter is intended to answer some questions for you and for the brethren regarding the Cornerstone and/or Building Dedication ceremonies.  My intent is to briefly describe the process and form for these ceremonies, which are performed from time to time by the Grand Lodge.


Both of these ceremonies are similar.  The cornerstone ceremony has existed for many years, while the building dedication ceremony is only a couple of years old.  The primary difference is that the cornerstone ceremony is designed to take place when the building is just being started, and speaks to the future work that the craftsmen will perform, whereas the dedication ceremony speaks to the work that has already been completed and dedicates the building to the purpose for which it was constructed.  Both are very beautiful and impressive.

Both ceremonies make use of a stone that is placed as a part of the structure.  The stone customarily seals off a chamber wherein a time capsule is placed.  The capsule generally contains mementos contemporary to the time of construction.  The contents are recorded and the list thereof is made a part of the ceremony.  It typically might include such things as a newspaper, a list of individuals instrumental to the design and building of the edifice, a video or an audio tape, a list of those involved in the planning, construction and future occupancy of the facility, a magazine, a floppy disk, photographs, a trinket from a gift shop, new money, or anything else that would be of curiosity and interest at some future time when its contents may become exposed.

The contractor and/or the designer, if notified of the desire to conduct such a ceremony at a future time, can incorporate the receptacle space for the time capsule and the stone.  The organizers will need to make arrangements for the providing and engraving of the stone.  A monument provider should be able to assist in finding a source for the stone and the preparation thereof.  Also, a mason will need to be available to actually set the stone in its receptacle following the ceremony.  In order to maintain the desired quality and minimize interference in the work, the actual setting of the stone is often done by an operative mason after the Grand Lodge has completed its ceremony and left the area.


The entire ceremony typically lasts about 30 minutes, including the procession of the Grand Lodge and the oration by the Grand Orator.  There is an excellent opportunity immediately before the ceremony for officials to do such things as introduce the individuals and/or groups responsible for the project as well as information about the project.  An invitation to the media can also promote public interest in the new building and its purpose to the community.


Some provisions by the planners can help the ceremony go more smoothly.  For example, a suitable support should be available for the stone to set upon for the ceremony.  A table should be provided for the placement of the working tools, great lights, lesser lights and emblems.  A podium or dais for the officers to speak from should also be provided, as should a suitable public address system for the podium.  Chairs, or at least a sufficient area for the general public also needs to be provided.  Finally, consideration for alternatives in the event of inclement weather would reflect good planning, if possible.


That represents the essence of the planning issues.  From a time standpoint, typically, if an event were to be held at say 11:00 AM, the Grand Lodge would meet at the nearest Masonic Temple at about 10:00 to open Grand Lodge.  They would then spend a few minutes instructing the craft on what was to come, and lining up the procession.  They would depend heavily upon local Masons to fill in many of the offices.  Often, several of the 18 Grand Lodge officers’ stations and places are arranged for, locally.  If it is to be an effective processional, it is also desirable to have as many additional members in the procession as possible.  By about 10:45, the procession would re-form near the site of the ceremony, and would process to the actual location of the ceremony in a most impressive manner under the direction of the Grand Marshal.  A person or brother arranged in advance would then, after suitable opening remarks, introduce the Grand Master who would take over the ceremony.  Following the Masonic portion of the ceremony, those present desiring to make any remarks would be invited to do so.  At the conclusion of the ceremony, the brethren generally would disperse from that point, to return to the Masonic Temple to close Grand Lodge.  Grand Lodge would typically be closed by about 1:00 and the brethren would be free to return to their usual labors.


I hope that this gives you some ideas about what is involved, and some of the details of how these ceremonies are accomplished.  The cornerstone ceremony as well as the building dedication ceremony is very impressive.  It is one of the finest opportunities for the tenets and principles of our ancient craft to be presented to the public.  Unlike the Tribute of Affection, the cornerstone or building dedication ceremony symbolizes a beginning.

If you have further questions, you may contact me, any member of the Public Relations Committee, the Grand Secretary, or the Grand Master, and we will be glad to help.
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Past Grand Master
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