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Cornerstone

and

Building Dedication Ceremonies

It has been a custom among the fraternity of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons for centuries to perform certain ceremonies at the construction of buildings that are being erected for the public’s use.  One of the most historic of such ceremonies was the laying of the cornerstone of the United States Capital Building in Washington DC.  During that celebrated ceremony, George Washington, who was serving as the Worshipful Master of his Lodge, placed the cornerstone.  That cornerstone is still in place today.

Today, Masons are proud to continue with this timeless tradition.  The Grand Lodge of Idaho, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, is honored and pleased to conduct Cornerstone ceremonies as well as Building Dedication ceremonies in the ancient tradition, when so requested.

The Cornerstone and the Building Dedication ceremonies are similar, yet they serve different purposes.  A discussion of these two ceremonies is presented below.

The Cornerstone Ceremony

The cornerstone was traditionally laid in the northeast corner at the beginning of the construction of a new edifice, and the balance of the construction was based upon that initial foundation.  It was essential that the stone be plumb, square and level, in order that the balance of the structure might meet the expectations of strength and beauty called for by the architect.  In addition to the stone, it was common for a time capsule to be placed in order to preserve for future ages a view of a piece of the history of a prior time.  It was fitting, therefore, that the laying of that stone was an important step in the construction process, and that it be done with the utmost care and assistance.

Today, construction practices do not always lend themselves to the laying of such a stone at the very beginning of a project.  It is often a relatively easy task, however, to make provision for the placement of such a stone early in the construction process.  In such instances, the Masonic Cornerstone ceremony is a beautiful way to publicly celebrate the forthcoming construction project.  In the ceremony, the uses of the tools of the operative mason are explained as they apply not only to the building of a structure such as the one now about to begin, but also to the ongoing building of our own selves.  Our ancient brethren used corn, wine and oil to anoint the stone to symbolize the nourishment, refreshment and the reward to the craftsmen for the work they were about to perform.  In like manner, we anoint the stone prior to its placement, for the same purpose.  The blessing of our Father in Heaven is also requested in order to watch over the workmen to see that the project reflects not only the designs of the architect, but also is good in His sight, and to His purpose.

The Masonic portion of his beautiful and impressive ceremony generally lasts approximately 30 minutes.  It is common for local leaders to take the opportunity to address the public to inform them about the facility that is about to be constructed, and perhaps to acknowledge those instrumental to its existence.  It may also be desirable to include a color guard from another organization such as the Boy Scouts, the National Guard or some other appropriate group.

The planning of the actual program for a cornerstone ceremony should be a coordinated effort of those involved with the design, construction and future occupancy of the building, and a representative of the Masonic fraternity.  Considerations will include the size and location for the actual stone, the text and layout on the visible face of the stone, the provision for and the contents of the time capsule, the date and time for the ceremony that is not in conflict with construction scheduling, and any public event promotion that may be desired. 

The District Deputy Grand Master is an excellent contact to begin planning such an event.  Assistance in contacting him may be found by calling the Idaho Masonic Grand Lodge office in Boise, at (208) 343-4562.

The Building Dedication Ceremony

The Building Dedication Ceremony is similar in content, however it generally takes place when the structure is at or near the completion of its construction.  In the cornerstone ceremony, the flavor of the message deals with the future tense.  The building is not yet constructed, and the attention is directed to that which is yet to come.  In the building dedication ceremony, the opposite is the case.

This ceremony was developed in more recent times, to address the reality that the early stages of construction may not lend themselves to a cornerstone, yet it is still desired to have a ceremonial cornerstone laid to commemorate its completion.  In the building dedication ceremony, the provision and setting of a stone is essentially the same, though it is placed in a recession left for it during the construction process.  As in the cornerstone ceremony, a time capsule is customarily prepared and placed behind the stone for the eventual discovery in a future age.

The planning for such a ceremony is essentially similar to that for the cornerstone, and the same parties would generally be involved in the planning and conduct of such an event.

Either ceremony may be planned and conducted.  The Cornerstone ceremony, while frequently performed in a more dusty and rough environment, carries on a truly historic and honored tradition established many centuries ago by our ancient brethren.  The Building Dedication ceremony, while it generally offers a “friendlier” environment for the participants and the audience, is still rich in Masonic tradition and symbolism.

The Grand Lodge of Idaho would consider it an honor and a privilege to perform either the Cornerstone or the Building Dedication ceremony for any appropriate edifice constructed for the public’s use.   We have performed such ceremonies for schools, libraries, churches, city, county and state governmental buildings, airport terminal buildings, and a myriad of other such facilities constructed for the use of our citizens, all across the state.

If such an event would be appropriate and desired for any new facility, the planners and others responsible for the new construction should feel free to contact the Grand Lodge of Idaho for assistance in planning and conducting such a ceremony.  Freemasonry came very early to the Idaho Territory, and we look forward to continuing this cherished tradition.
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